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With the May, 1904, number of the Virginia Law Register, my 
connection with it as its editor ceased. The pressure of other de- 
mands upon my attention was my sole reason for giving up work 
which has always been to me instructive and horizon-broadening in 
its character and delightful in the associations attaching to it. An 
equally prominent feature, however, is the labor which must always 
be incident to the preparation of the matter for the monthly 
numbers. Without unduly magnifying the office of editor of a 
modern law journal, it is proper to say that the work which is in- 
volved is sufficient of itself to monopolize the time of one man — if 
not of two or three. When to this work are added the demands of 
professional employment, the bow is apt to be too constantly bent 
and the important consideration of rest must be put aside entirely. 
Cases may be continued in an emergency, but editorial work must 
be ready on the day or hour. The shadow of the printer, as of 
another Man with a Whip, looms up with the fast-moving hands 
of the clock. 

Mr. John Garland Pollard with this number assumes editorial 
charge of the Register. He needs no introduction to the profes- 
sion, which has long been his debtor for valuable work upon the 
statute law of the Commonwealth. His selection was largely due 
to my suggestion, and I am sure that the event will prove the cor- 
rectness of my judgment. As a practising lawyer and a useful 
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1901-'2, he has 
brought himself in touch with the interests which most nearly af- 
fect the constituency served by the Virginia Law Register. His 
recognized position at the bar and in the community sufficiently 
shows his equipment for his new duties. He will associate with him 
in his work Messrs. Christopher B. Garnett and George C. Gregory, 
of the Richmond Bar. 

In conclusion, I express to the patrons of the Register and to the 
judges of the several courts of the Commonwealth my appreciation 
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of aid given and courtesies extended me, and I bespeak for. my suc- 
cessors the earnest co-operation of the bench and bar of the state 
in the effort which will be made to maintain the high standard of 
usefulness set by those who inaugurated the enterprise. 

George Bryan. 
Richmond, June 15, 1904. 



Well may we, the new editors, take up our work with fear and 
trembling. The task before us is no small one. It requires giant 
strides to follow in the footsteps of the Burks, Graves, Lile, and 

Tli ir»w Bryan. We begin our editorial career, making no 
. promises, outlining no new plans, but having a sin- 

'' ^ * s C ere desire to serve the profession with the fidel- 
ity which has characterized our predecessors. 

The new and voluminous Constitution, the vast deluge of statutes 
following, the many important questions which must be decided 
while the state is adjusting herself to her new conditions, all com- 
bine to furnish the Begister a broad and rich field of usefulness. 
Just at this time there is much for the Virginia Bar to learn ; and 
perhaps as much to unlearn. In such times a law journal can be 
exceedingly helpful. We hope that both the bench and the bar will 
aid us in the performance of our mission. Our trial judges will 
frequently have to solve new and important questions, and we 
would be grateful to them for their opinions in such cases. Where 
no written opinion is given, a short statement of the question in- 
volved and the principle decided and the authorities relied upon, 
will be greatly appreciated. 

The Register will give special attention to rules, regulations, 
and decisions issued from the State Corporation Commission. This 
new department of government is of the greatest importance, and 
its powers, as yet, little understood and appreciated. 



We find that many members of the Bar are misled by the whole- 
sale repeal, by the recent General Assembly, of many important 
provisions — such as the "Jim Crow Law," the Telegraph Penalty 
. _ Statute, and the chapters of the Code relating to Cor- 

porations generally, Eminent Domain, etc.; but it 
should be borne in mind that many of these repealed 
statutes are re-enacted in one of the four acts following : The Act 
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concerning Corporations, the Act concerning Public Service Cor- 
porations, the Act concerning Eminent Domain, and the Act con- 
cerning the State Corporation Commission. Before the practition- 
er concludes that any statute concerning corporations is repealed, 
he should search diligently the acts referred to. 



Many of the provisions of our Act concerning Corporations 

(1902-'3-'4, page 437), are taken from the General Corporation 

Act of New Jersey. The latter act has been frequently construed 

The Act ^ the New Jersey courts, whose decisions thereon 

„ . become very important in this state, under the 

Concerning , , ■ 

well-known rule of construction that when the state 

orpora ions. ac [ pt s a statute of another state, it thereby like- 
wise adopts the construction placed upon such statute by the courts 
of that state. The attention of the profession is called to Dill's anno- 
tations to the New Jersey act, which may be had without charge 
from the Department of State, Trenton, New Jersey. 



